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Name:    Jim Redden 
 
Personal Contact Details: james.redden@adelaide.edu.au 
    Mobile:      +61 (0) 414 257 446 
     
Nationality:   Australian 
 
Qualifications: Master of Economics (Economics of International Trade and 

Inclusive Development), University of Adelaide 
Graduate Diploma in Economics, University of Adelaide 
Diploma in Leadership and Project Management, Australian 
Institute of Management 

    Diploma in Adult Education, University of Adelaide 
    Bachelor of Arts, Flinders University of South Australia 

  
 
Recent Work History:  Director, Trade and Development, 

Economic Development Services (EDS First) Pty Ltd 
(July 2015 – present) 
 
External Trade and Development Advisor – Asia-Pacific 
Region 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 
(March 2015 – present) 

  
    Senior Lecturer and Visiting Fellow 

International Business School & Institute for I/N Trade 
    University of Adelaide, Australia 
    (2005 – present, as of July 2015 on a p/t consultancy basis) 
        

Director, Policy and Research (1998 – 2004) 
    Australian Council for International Development 
    Canberra, Australia 
 
Boards/Committees: Member, Australian Government WTO Ministerial Committee, 

Advisor on trade and development issues (2001 –06) 
 
Executive Officer, Australian Trade and Business 
Development Network (ATAB), A network of companies in 
support of trade and poverty reduction (2013 – present) 

 
Deputy Chair, Australian Reproductive Health Assoc., worked 
on organisational restructure to align with donor objectives in 
reproductive health in developing countries (2002 – 2005), 
 
Executive Officer, Oxfam Executive, (Canberra, 1995 – 1998) 
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Summary of Key Skills: 

• Design and Implementation of Trade and International 
Development Capacity Building Programs  

• Research Expertise on Trade Policy Development,  
Inclusive Economic Development, Aid for Trade and 
the role of the private sector in developing countries 

• Senior Lecturer in Trade Law and Development 
Policy, Trade, Aid & Gender,  Corporate Governance 
and Social Responsibility and the Role of the Private 
Sector in Trade and Sustainable Development 

• Social, Economic and Labour Market Analysis  

• Organisational Management and Strategic Planning 

• Complex Multifaceted Project Management Skills 

• Monitoring and Evaluation of International Aid and 
Development Programs     

 
Countries Worked: Angola, Australia, Bangladesh, Botswana, Cambodia, Cook 

Islands, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Kenya, Kiribati, Laos, 
Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, 
Nepal, New Zealand, Nauru, Niue, Pakistan, Palau, 
Philippines, PNG, Samoa, Solomon Islands, South Africa, 
Thailand, Timor Leste, Tonga, United Kingdom, Uganda, 
Vanuatu, Zimbabwe and Zambia.  
 

Projects & Publications:     Trade and Development Advisor to DFAT Pacific Regional 
Provision of advice and research to the Australian 
Government on the final negotiation, signing and 
implementation of the Australia, New Zealand and Pacific 
Islands trade and development agreement called PACER 
Plus, with a particular focus on the implementation of the 
agreement’s aid for trade program.  (April 2018 – ongoing) 

 
Labour Market Studies – Kiribati and the Regional Pacific  
Senior economist monitoring labour market supply and 
demand in Kiribati and across the Pacific, recommending 
educational options for the Kiribati Government and Kiribati 
Institute of Technology to pursue.  Includes analysis of 
disaggregated data and gender issues. July, 2017-ongoing. 
 
South Asian Gender and Trade Facilitation Program 
Senior External Trade and Development Advisor to DFAT in 
support of a World Bank program on how to better integrate 
gender equity with trade facilitation activities in the South Asia 
region. Funded by DFAT & the World Bank.April 2015 – 2019. 
 
High Level Policy Advice to Australian Ministers 
Jim has provided high level policy advice and briefing papers 
for political leaders on trade law, trade economics and trade 
and development issues including to former Trade Minister, 
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Mark Vaile at WTO meetings, to Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 
on trade, development and the MDGs, to former Foreign 
Minister, Julie Bishop on WTO dispute settlement rules and 
on Aid for Trade policy and to Senator Penny Wong on a 
range of Pacific regional and private sector aid issues. Jim 
has also been the author of numerous opinion pieces on 
trade, aid and development issues over the last 25 years. 
 
Recent Aid for Trade Research Publications with the 
Global Trade Professionals Alliance & International 
Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development:  
Developed analytical papers and case-studies with policy 
recommendations on the role of Aid for Trade in building the 
capacity of developing country firms to meet sustainability 
standards featuring case-studies from the Asia-Pacific and 
Africa as well as gender based case-studies. Keynote 
address given at the WTO/OECD Global Aid for Trade 
Review, July 2017 and papers published by ICTSD, Geneva, 
September 2017 and GTPA in December, 2018. 
 
Australian Trade and Business Development Network 
As Executive Officer, Jim’s role has been facilitating private-
public partnerships for development and promoting the role of 
the private sector in development generally as well as 
conducting business surveys on trade, aid and private sector 
issues. 2013 – present 
 
The Potential Benefits and Challenges of a Regional 
Pacific Trade Agreement – ‘PACER Plus’  
Feasibility study undertaken by Jim Redden and colleagues 
across the Pacific on the implications of a comprehensive 
trade and development agreements between Pacific Island 
Countries, Australia and NZ presented to the Pacific Island 
Forum Secretariat and funded by AusAID, 2009-10 
 
Studies on the Impact of PACER Plus for Niue, Tonga, 
Nauru, the Marshall Islands, Kiribati and Tuvalu 
Developed the above studies funded by AusAID with 
confidential reports to the PIC governments 2009 – 2014 
 
Gender and Trade in Africa 
Designed and managed the implementation of a trade and 
gender workshop in Johannesburg bringing together key 
African stakeholders to discuss strategies for better 
integrating gender outcomes for ICBT, SME capacity building 
and in the textile and clothing industry. December 2016   
 
Aid for Trade Design Project for the Philippines 
DFAT funded research program into aid for trade, gender 
sensitive funding options for DFAT to consider in the 
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Philippines.  Research report undertaken by EDS - Peter Van 
Diermen, Jim Redden and Loreli de Dios, March, 2015. 
 
DFAT Review of Australian Aid for Trade 
Conducted a review of Australian funding to multilateral trade 
agencies which included consultations and research on the 
effectiveness of contributions to UNCTAD, the ITC, the WTO 
(including EIF), WIPO, the International Law Development 
Organisation and the Agency for International Trade 
Information and Cooperation.  All of the recommendations 
from the review were implemented by DFAT in 2010-2011. 
 
Aid for Trade Priorities for Africa & the Private Sector 
DFAT funded workshop in collaboration with the South African 
Institute of International Affairs culminating in a report and 
recommendations on future aid for trade priorities particularly 
for southern Africa and private sector engagement. 
Johannesburg, October 2014 
 
Aid for Trade Priorities for the Mekong Region 
Elaborated aid for trade priorities for DFAT to consider for 
implementation in the Mekong region with an emphasis on 
connectivity, trade facilitation and inclusive development. 
Jim Redden, Andrew Stoler and Simon Molloy, July 2013  

 
Book on Trade and Poverty Reduction in the Asia-Pacific 
Jim Redden et al, featuring 35 case-studies on the 
relationship between trade and poverty reduction in the Asia-
Pacific region with case-studies on the relationship between 
trade policy and agriculture, services, gender, MNCs and 
labour mobility. Cambridge University Press, November, 2009 
 
Uneven Growth and Inclusive Development within APEC 
Economies 
Undertook a study of uneven growth and the requirements for 
inclusive development for the APEC Secretariat in 2010, 
requiring comparative analysis of factors leading uneven 
growth in PNG, Indonesia, the Philippines, Australia and 
Canada, with recommendations on policy variables of the 
most significance in closing income gaps and supportive of 
more inclusive and sustainable development.  Written by Jim 
Redden and Christopher Findlay for the APEC Secretariat. 

 
Trade Facilitation in Regional Trade Agreements  
Patrick Wille and Jim Redden compared the treatment of 
trade facilitation in four South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) 
and the Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations. 
Published by UNESCAP and the Asia Regional Trade 
Network, Bangkok, September, 2006 
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Training Programs:  Aid for Trade SME Program – African-Indian Ocean States 
Intensive consultation and research culminating in a trade 
training program for private sector SME mainly female 
participants from Mozambique, Mauritius, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Comoros and the Seychelles.  Focus on how SMEs 
and in particular women SMEs can utilise trade agreements 
and influence trade policy nationally and in the region. 
Undertaken in partnership with the Mauritius Chambers of 
Commerce. DFAT funded from May 2016 – April 2017 
 
South Asia Regional Trade Facilitation & Gender 
Workshops 
Jim assisted in the design, coordination and chairing of a 
number of workshops across South Asia on the trade 
facilitation and gender challenges facing SMEs.  Funded by 
DFAT, Australia 2015 - 2018 
 
Australia Awards South West Asia – Train the Managers 
In May, 2017, a professional development course was held in 
Bangkok, targeting the capacity building needs of Scope 
Global’s country program managers and of DFAT’s program 
managers at post in the South and West Asia region. 
Outcomes included: 

• Enhanced participant ability to lead discussions and 
negotiations with partner government officials (linking 
development opportunities with aid investment priorities, 
public diplomacy dividends) 

• Increased understanding of the modalities available 
through AASWA short-term activities (and ability to 
communicate these to partners) 

• Ability to Identify the significant variables that influence 
the design of short courses 

 
Undergraduate and Post-Graduate University Courses  
Since 2005, Jim has designed, developed and coordinated 
undergraduate and post-graduate courses at the University of 
Adelaide, RMIT and Flinders University on International Trade 
Policy, Trade and Inclusive Development, Aid for Trade, 
Trade and Gender, Development Economics, Labour Mobility, 
Corporate Governance, Corporate Social Responsibility, 
Foreign Aid and Sustainable Development and Globalisation. 
Currently teaching three Master level courses and one third 
year undergraduate course. 
 
Africa Trade Training Program 2013 - 2018 

 Designed and then coordinated a comprehensive two month 
trade policy analysis training program, with a focus on trade 
and gender issues and negotiation skills training for African 
trade officials and private sector representatives. Program 
continues to funded by DFAT. 
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Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) Trade Training 
Funded by DFAT in coordination with the IORA secretariat, 
Jim designed and facilitated a training program for trade 
officials from South Asia, Africa, the Middle East and South 
East Asia with a focus on trade and development, trade and 
gender, investment policy and engaging the private sector. 
Adelaide, February, 2015 
 
Pacific Islander Trade Training Program 

 Funded by AusAID/DFAT 2008 - 2013, Jim designed and then  
managed ten modular training programs for Pacific Island 
trade and customs officials including private sector 
representatives covering a broad range of trade, labour 
mobility and trade related environmental topics to assist in 
preparations for PACER Plus negotiations but also for other 
negotiations with the EU, the WTO and for PICTA. 
 
National Dialogue on the Role of the Private Sector in 
Development and Aid for Trade 
Facilitated and chaired the one day national workshop with 
guest speakers, Hon. Julie Bishop and Sen. Penny Wong 
together with business leaders, DFAT officials and 
academics. Adelaide, July 2013 

 
 WTO GATS Pacific Workshop 
 Facilitated by Hoe Lim, WTO and Jim Redden, for the 

University of Adelaide, this was a workshop for trade officials 
across the Pacific specifically on the market access 
opportunities and regulatory implications of GATS 
commitments. Three day workshop in Fiji, 2011.  Funded by 
the EU/DFID in collaboration with the WTO. 

 
Training Program on Implications of FTA Negotiations for 
Chinese Central Government Negotiators 
Funded by Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade, Canberra 
in collaboration with Ministry of Finance, Beijing and facilitated 
by former WTO Deputy Secretary-General Andrew Stoler, Jim 
Redden and other associates from the University of Adelaide. 

    Beijing, China: January  2006  - February 2007  
 

Trade and Development Policy Training Program for East 
Timorese Officials with focus on the Cotonou Agreement 
Funded by USAID, Jim designed and implemented a 

comprehensive 3 month trade training program for Timor 

Leste trade officials and representatives from their private 

sector in Dili.  Dili, East Timor: February – August 2007  
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Referees 
 
 
Kevin Rudd 
Former Australian Prime Minister 
President, Asia Society Policy Institute 
PolicyInstitute@asiasociety.org 
725 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 
+1 212 288 6400 
Australian mobile number supplied on request 
 
 
Jane Yuile 

| ANZ Bank | Chairman, South Australia 
Chair, Australian Trade and Development Business Network 
Level 21, 11 Waymouth Street, Adelaide, South Australia 5000, Australia 
Mobile: +61 404 811 711 |  
Jane.yuile@anz.com 

 
 
Sabrina Varma  
Trade and Development Expert 
Formerly with the WTO Enhanced Integrated Fund 
& the Pacific Regional Section 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australia 
mob: 0414819088 

sabrinavarma@gmail.com 
Sabrina.varma@dfat.gov.au 
 
 
Gillian Brown 
Independent gender equality and women’s empowerment advisor working currently with EU, DFID, 
DFAT and World Bank 
Cannings Cross, Devizes, Wilts, 
SN10 3NP, UK 
Phone: (44) 1380 850519 
gilliebrown1@gmail.com 
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